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Thornborough Annual Meeting of the Parish 29 April 2021 
 
 

REPORT 
 

Welcome 
Cllr Steve Tribe, Chair of the Parish Council, welcomed those present to the meeting. He 
explained the housekeeping rules because the meeting was being held remotely by Zoom.  
 
Annual Parish Meeting Report 2019 
There was no requirement for an annual parish meeting in 2020 because of the pandemic. 
Cllr Tribe reported on the two issues raised by parishioners at the 2019 meeting. 

The first was a request for an additional streetlight by the pond which was investigated at 
length by the Parish Council but not progressed because there was insufficient support from 
the nearby residents. 

The second was speeding traffic through Lower End. The Parish Council had unsuccessfully 
investigated various possible of solutions in 2019. The issue was raised again at the recent 
parish council meeting where it was agreed Transport for Bucks would be approached for 
advice. For example, painting the bridge wall white might help slow the speeding traffic. 
 
Thornborough Parish Council (TPC) Report 
Cllr Tribe presented his report to the meeting – published in full on the TPC website. 

Cllr Emily Cooke then gave a presentation entitled ‘How our community money is spent’. The 
big messages from this presentation were: 

• The precept is the Parish Council’s main source of funding. 

• The precept is only a small part of the council tax residents pay. 

• The biggest areas of spending are:  
➢ village maintenance – which includes grass cutting, hedges, trees, and the pond, 

as well as repairing things 
➢ the clerk’s salary 
➢ what is termed ‘admin and general office expenses’ - which covers insurance, 

audit, payroll costs, etc. 
➢ donations, grants, and subscriptions – which includes a grant towards the 

upkeep of the church yard, a grant for the village hall, the Thornborough News 
donation and professional body subscriptions.  

• The importance of building the reserve or savings to ensure the Parish Council can 
cover the cost of the unanticipated, emergencies and funding for future projects. 

• A summary of recent, current, and possible future projects. 

• The presentation concluded with the following important message: 

This is your village; this is your community 
so let’s to work together to make it even GREATER! 

In response to questions from parishioners the following clarification was provided. 

(a) In addition to the precept, TPC received rental income from the allotment plot 
holders, the cricket club, and the preschool. 

(b) The expenditure breakdown provided in the presentation was the total expenditure 
for the financial year ending 31 March 2021. 

(c) The 2020/21 audit submission was currently being prepared. The mandatory 
requirements of the Transparency Code would be met in accordance with the 
statutory timetable. 
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(d) Buckinghamshire Council had awarded TPC the Sl06 funding (08/0146/APP 
£10,078) which Thornton had been unable to spend. Unable to proceed with the 
planned pavilion project because of insufficient money, TPC had recently put forward 
an alternative project for the purchase and installation of fitness equipment on the 
Sports Field. The alternative project required all the available S106 funding 
(10/02028/APP £6,244 and 08/0146/APP £10,078). TPC was optimistic that the 
alternative project would be approved and would notify the Clerk to the Thornton 
Parish Meeting when the outcome of the application was known. 

 
Community Group Reports 
Highlights were received from the following reports: 

• St Mary’s Church 

• Thornborough and Coombs Woodland Enterprise Trust 

• Thornborough Cricket Club 

• Thornborough Flood Action Group 

• Thornborough Fundraising Group 

• Thornborough Pre School 

• Thornborough Village Hall Trust 

• Thornborough and Thornton Women’s Institute. 

The Community Group Reports are published in full on the TPC website. 
 
Issues Raised by Parishioners 
In response to a question about the long awaited Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), 
Cllr Allen Williamson explained the VALP was expected to be finally made in the summer. 
Work had already started on the Buckinghamshire Plan which would replace the VALP. An 
initial consultation on the replacement local plan was scheduled for later in the year. 

The parishioner raised concerns about the Cambridge to Oxford Arc because it included 
provision to build a million new homes. S/he mentioned the Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural England had achieved some success in challenging the negative impact of 
development on the countryside and wildlife. TPC was encouraged to remain vigilant. 
 
Meeting Close 
Cllr Tribe thanked those who attended the meeting and looked forward to be able to hold the 
next Annual Meeting of the Parish in the Village Hall where refreshments could be served. 


